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A socia worker was recently murdered in Michigan She had removed a woman’s children
from her home due to unclean conditions. The mother tried to find out where the children were,
and naturally the social worker refused to disclose their whereabouts. The mother and her sister
beat the socid worker to desath.

A week |ater, another Michigan social worker was assaulted.

In the press accounts of these incidents, we aretold about the sa€'s sde of the story.
Nobody spoke with the parents, nobody got their side of the story. We don't know how dirty the
house was, or why the mother killed the social worker. T he reports have the prosecutor stating
the mother was jealous of the social worker, that she was everything the mother wasn't. Couldn’t
possibly have been that the mother was desperate to get her children back and she acted
irraionally?

Newspape acoountsof crimes and other reportson government agencies often leave you
with only one dde of the story if they even deign to tell thestory.

Case in point: My last column about the trespassing case where the landowner was
arrested instead of the trespasser.

Thiswas a questionable incident in and of itself. What adds another dimenson to this is
the fact that my entire column was not printed as it was submitted. Some of the actions of the
sheriff' s deputies were edited out before publication.

| can understand certain editorial concerns about liability, especialy whenthe actions |
scribed could evoke alot of negative publicity for the department involved, and possibly even
trigger an attempt at alawsuit against me and the paper (who publishes my column). | wasn't
worried about being sued, I’ ve been threatened with that before and nothing has ever materializes.
Besides, | had always under good that the truth was an absolute legal defense against libel.

But when does the concern over liability outweigh the public’ sright to know &l of the
factsrelaed to the story?

I will admit my lag column was ‘prickly as submitted but that’ s because the situation was
pretty offensive to afreedom-loving American. There were some very aggressive and
guestionable actions on the part of law erforcement that were unwarranted and possibly illegal
which | described and which were edited out for publication. | verified these actions with the
witnesses before writing the piece Perhapsthese actions were so offendve tha the ‘powers-that-
be’ decided they weretoo volatilefor public consumption. Or maybe it wastoo inposshleto
believe. Or maybethey were concerned about the ramifications of printing it. | don’t know.

It is worthy to note that this practice isnot limited to any one paper. These decisonsare
made all the time, and often the safer, censored choice wins out.

What do you expect when you pick up your paper? Do you expect the unbiased truth? |
certainly hope no one out thereis so naive asto think that’s what they get. | have rarely seen any
news report wherethe dleged ‘bad guy’ got the same coverage asthe ‘good guys got; either in
how the story was covered or in the amount of coverage either party got.

If the mediawill not publish a verified story for whatever reason, then how will the
citizensof thisgrea land ever know when their public servants run amok? We have aright to
know what our law enforcement departmentsare upto, andif thereisa questional e incident, or
anumbe of questionable incidents, and the media knows of it and censorsiit, they are setting it up



to happen again . . . and again. . .aren't they?

We, as citizens, also have aresponsibility. If we know that this type of abuse isemployed
against us or someone d e, we should inform the paper. If they get anumber of complaints
pertaining to the same person or department, they will print the gory. After all, if they don’t know
about these things, they can't publish them, can they?

Let's resolve to keep our loca paper informed about the happeningsin our county and be
prepared to provide proof of your claims. That way, there will be no cover-ups of questionable
government practices, and the responsible partieswill be held accountebleto the citizens of Elbat
Courty. It’s not too muchto ask for protecting your rights isit?



